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Dear Alumni,

In the beginning of a new year, I wish everyone a very prosperous 2024. May all the dramas around
the world due to COVID, wars and minor recession passed us behind with 2023. We are looking at a
healthy, brighter and more peaceful 2024.

I have to apologise to all that OBAA have missed our November Newsletter because our Editor was
extremely busy around the year end last year. Nevertheless, we have kept our activities, membership
renewal and fee increase information updated via our few members’ WhatsApp groups. Thanks most
of you for renewing your membership and making the necessary annual payment on the services of
which you have subscribed before 1 January 2024. Should you have overlooked the renewal notice
in our WhatsApp, you might not get access to our facilities and services until renewal is completed.
Please renew as soon as possible. For those who are currently renting storage space with us and have
not settled the necessary fee, a separate notice will be issued to you individually. For general
membership, you will have until the end of February to renew before you must apply again as a new
member and pay a re-joining fee. Please bear that in mind.

A special thanks to Equeen Leung and Henry Tsui for leading our Tolo Harbour Canoe Race 2023
into a success. Despite the number of participates was down from 2022, we were lucky then to be one
of the few managed to organize a sport competition during COVID. Last year, there were a lot of
competitions going on. Nevertheless, we had a great turn out with the new top-gun format of 21KM
race. Let us see how we can be more accommodating next year to include more people in different
age groups in one of the largest canoe races in Hong Kong.

If you have not been to Nai Chung Activities Centre for a while, we have started our Hall concrete
spalling repair and refurbishment works. This included major interior painting work, facilities re-
layout and electrical installation major replacement. The spalling repair and painting works have been
completed while the electrical work should be completed before CNY. The Hall should be back in
operation around Chinese New Year. The electrical system replacement works of Dormitory and the
two boat sheds should be completed just before Chinese New Year or right after the holidays in that
period. We are planning for some furniture upgrades in the Hall in our next phrase in the 1st Quarter.
Please refer to P.14 for more information.

The government Sir David Trench Fund has granted us the purchase of a sailing dinghy to our fleet
and OBAA also funded the replacement of a retired safety rib donated by Hazel Cheung a few years
ago. With these additions, we are looking forward to seeing more sailing activities and services being
organized for our members and our community in the future.

In 2024, 1 would like to seek talented and interested OBAA members to join our Interest Group
Committee or consider joining our Executive Committee in our coming AGM in mid-2024. In recent
months, we have already seen a slight increase in new volunteers for our workday. A vote of thanks
to all of you. Without your involvement, we would not be able to upkeep the facilities and services in
our little paradise where you can enjoy water sports, relax under the trees, or enjoy a nice meal with
a splendid view. As the Chinese New Year is just around the corner, I would like to wish you a
prosperous and healthy Year of the Dragon. KUNG HEI FAT CHOIL.

John Woo,
Chairman,

Outward Bound (Alumni) Association
6 Jan, 2024
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BARNHEER/NH Canoe Interest Group
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